FORTY     THOUSAND     AGAINST     THE     ARCTIC
me that every year fifteen thousand animals of an average
dressed weight of 125 pounds are supplied to the markets
of the United States.   America has applied reindeer culture
to a much more economical use than Russia.   The Soviets
are now trying to catch up.   The reindeer is needed in the
North for transport, meat, milk and clothing.    But the
draught animals must be castrated and are therefore lost
for breeding purposes.    The roaming animal which goes
in search of its own moss underneath the snow gives hardly
more than a pint of milk a day.   And you have to run after it
to milk it.   If you want to get more milk from them—you
have to relieve them of the burden of making their own
living—food must be brought to them.  It is a whole chain of
intertwining  problems  which  have  to  be  disentangled.
This is being attempted now.   Glavsevmorput has organized
eighteen reindeer breeding farms and is trying to persuade
the natives to introduce modern scientific methods into their
own herds.   The company 'controls' one hundred and fifty
thousand heads of reindeer.   That is to say, this number is
regularly examined by vctcrinaries,  studied by experts,
supervised in its breeding.   The number of heads of reindeer
available is estimated to be at least two million, and it is
thought that it will be an easy matter to increase their
number three or four times by protecting them against
snowstorms, by providing them with food and more easily
fighting the anthrax epidemics.   All these are splendid inten-
tions and admirable work.   In this field much that is useful
can be expected from the activity of the Soviets in the
Far North.
They themselves go much further in their hopes and
ambitions. They want to create new types of animals.
Selection among fruit trees and a variety of plants has
brought them good results in recent years. Now they try
out cross-breeding among animals. And for the Far North
their ambition is the creation of a new reindeer, offspring of
Elk fathers and reindeer mothers. The Elk in the Urals is
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